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Raised on the NSW south coast in Ulladulla, Matt Scullion’s 
earliest memories are steeped in guitars, record sleeves and the 
hum of Australian country storytelling. At 16, he joined his first 
band; by 19 he had moved to Sydney, jumping from small town 
gigs and surf club parties to city pubs and clubs, always armed 
with a growing collection of self written songs. From Darwin to 
Tamworth, and later Nashville, Matt followed a restless creative 
spirit determined to write truth, humour and heart into every note.

His first real break came in 1997 with an EP recorded with 
Darwin band Tanami, a humbling radio debut triggered by 
youthful ambition (and a bit of cheek, calling to request his own 
song under a pseudonym). From there, Matt’s persistence paid 
off: by 2006’s Put It Down to Experience, tracks like “Hard 
Earned Money” and “Giddy Up” had him earning Golden Guitar 
nominations. “Giddy Up” even featured in the Paul Hogan film 
Charlie & Boots, giving Matt a taste of movie soundtrack success.

Soon, legendary Australian country figure Lee Kernaghan invited 
Matt along with producer icon Garth Porter to a writing session. 
That collaboration would result in more than a dozen songs 
recorded across four albums. The standout? “Planet Country,” 
which locked in at #1 for a nine week record run that cemented 
Matt’s reputation among country’s elite.

Over his career, Matt has written 26+ number one songs, recorded 
by names like Lee and Tania Kernaghan, Sara Storer, Amber 
Lawrence, Travis Collins, Adam Harvey, Tom Curtain and even 
crossover acts such as Cold Chisel.

Live, Matt is a storyteller with strings and soul. His shows often 
featuring acoustic guitar, banjo, ukulele or mandolin combining 
bush balladry, tongue in cheek humour and intimate storytelling. 
Favourites like “Aussie As”, “Slanguage” and “1868” have 
become part of Australia’s soundtrack.



His 2025 album Patch of Paradise continues to explore themes of 
home, history and identity, while his touring schedule sees him 
playing venues from regional halls, coastal pubs and music 
festivals, always reaching into the green-and-gold heart of 
Australia.

Whether he’s writing for a national icon, or standing alone on a 
small town stage with just a guitar, Matt’s songs carry the legend 
of the land, the people, and the never ending Australian story.


